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SPEAKER B A RRETT : Th ank you . Sena to r Landis, the floor is
y our s .

SENATOR LANDIS: Than k you . I appreciate, by th e way, this
rather informal p rocess that we ha ve established, sort of a
point, counterpoint, vote, which I think is probably something
we should m ake more use of betw een n o w and the end of the
session, lay out the issues pretty quickly and get to the issue.
Senator Hall basically says with his amendment, do you mean it?
Do you me an it? An esc ape clause in there. Every five years
re-up to see that your consent is a continuing consent t h rough
the idea of a living will, and I can understand that perception,
particularly when y o u app roach the bi l l with t h e level of
c oncern, fear that perhaps the opponents do. Two things I wa nt
to tell you. Number one, these are easy to revoke. All you
have got to do is sc...w"ate through your name, obliterate y our
name, burn it up, rip it up, throw it in the fireplace, lose it.
Any o f th o s e th ing s w i ll ge t rid of it like that. Th e bill
specifically says so. It also fails if it doesn't have al l of
the technicalities t hat are in there with the signatures that
are supposed to be there or the notarization. T h at, too, wo u ld
invalidate th e w il l . Bu t read this every five-year provision
a long with one of the later ones by Senator NcFarland w h ere he
outlines who can be a w itness and who can' t. All of a sudden
you have got a document that probably i s goin g to requ ire a
lawyer, and it will requ ire you to go back to a lawyer every
five years. Now I don't know whether or not w e w ant to m ake
more an d mo re bu s i ness f or att o rneys he r e ab out basically
saying, yeah, I meant it the first time when I signed m y n am e .
I r ea l l y d i d me an i t , b u t I am go i ng t o t e l l y ou a s ec o nd and
third time that I, in fact, really mean xt. No t every matter is
one of property. I w ou ld suggest to Senator Ha l l th at , for
example, a marr iage li cense has a great deal to do with very
d eep held beliefs but we don't require a five-year re-upping o n
a m ar r i ag e l i c en s e . Now , I c an s ee t h at l i gh t bu l b go i n T i m
Hall's eyes but there are certain kinds of consent that we j u st
let adults make an d we don't make them re-up. Like the Army,
you get in, you get out. Same thing with this, you can make
your will, and once it is made, you can revoke it quite easily.
That is a sufficient guarantee for those of us who are going to
extend this power to the individual to declare their priorities,
their consent, their choice on medical treatment. I ob ject to
the Hall amendment.
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